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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Examiner acknowledges applicant's amendment filed on 7/22/2004. 

2. Claims 1 ,3-1 9 have been amended on 7/22/2004 

3. Claims 20-21 have been cancelled on 7/22/2004. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed on 8/4/2002 are approved by the Draftsperson under 
37 CFR 1.84 or 1.152. 

Priority 

5. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 

1 19(a)-(d) based upon an application SI. No.# 2000-040844 filed in Japan on 2/18/2000, 
SI. No.1 1-312561, filed on 11/2/1999. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

6. The information disclosure statement filed on 7/22/2004, 10/14/2004 comply with 
37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2), has been considered, a copy of each is herewith enclosed with this 
office action. 

It is however, noted that the document 3061933 [IDS dated: 7/22/2004], and 1999-68557 
{IDS filed on 10/14/2004] is not considered because these documents are NOT IN ENGLISH. 

7. The information disclosure statement filed on 9/28/2001, 10/25/2001, and 12/4/2001 
comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2), has been considered, a copy of each is herewith enclosed with 
this office action, paper no. # 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1? 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Broerman, US Patent No. 6594633 in view of Stephan et al. "Interactive Modeling of 3D- 
environments", IEEE conference IECON, 1998. 

9. As to Claim 1 , Broerman teaches a system which including 'a housing related 
commodity sales support system that provides information regarding housing related 
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commodity to a computer of a prospective purchaser via a network system' 
[see Abstract, fig 1 ,4], a housing related commodity corresponds to Broerman's real 
estate related information, terminal of a computer of a prospective purchaser via 
network system corresponds to Broerman's real estate computer network, fig 1 ; 

'a database which stores housing display data for display of an including 
information regarding a layout of a housing' [col 6, line 19-26, col 9, line 12-17, line 45- 
49], a database which stores housing display data corresponds to Broerman's property 
database fig 3-4, element 20, further it is noted that Broerman specifically suggests 
property record including property description, dimension of rooms, and other features 
as detailed in col 9, line 15-17; 

'a browser provider that provides the computer of the prospective purchaser with 
a browser that enables the prospective purchaser to see image of the housing on the 
computer in accordance with the database' [fig 5, col 9, line 45-49, col 10, line 9-15], 
browser corresponds to Broerman's fig 5, element 122, prospective purchaser 
corresponds to buyer as detailed in col 10, line 9-10, further it is noted that Broerman 
specifically teaches displaying property record that contains property graphics that 
corresponds to image of the property or housing on the computer system as detailed in 
col 9, line 45-49; 

'the browser including at least a first display performing section that enables a 
display of an interior of the housing [fig 4-5], 'second display performing section that 
enables the prospective purchaser to change a view point from which the interior of the 
housing is seen'[fig 5A-5C, col 10, line 64-67,col 12, line 63-67], Broerman specifically 
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teches multiple listing service or MLS in which specific property or house features have 
been made available to the potential purchaser for viewing that corresponds to viewing 
interior and exterior of the housing; 

'a data transmitter that transmits the housing display data stored in the 
database to the computer of the prospective purchaser via the network system in 
response to a request from the browser provided on the computer of the prospective 
purchaser' [col 6, line 9-12, col 8, line 56-65, fig 1-2], Broerman specifically teaches a 
computer network for example having network interface, also connecting various 
various computers in a communication network that provides real estate services as 
detailed in fig 1-2; 

It is however, noted that Broerman does not specifically teach 'display of an 
image of a housing 1 , 'three-dimensional image of the housing'. On the other hand, 
Stephan specifically teaches 'display of an image of a housing', 'three-dimensional 
image of the housing' [see page 5-6, 3.2, fig 7a-7b], display of an image of a housing, 
three-dimensional image of the housing corresponds to Stephan's fig 7a-7b as detailed 
in page 5-6. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al. ( into real estate 
computer network of Broerman because both Stephan, Broerman are directed to 
interactive computer system, more specifically Broerman is directed to real estate 
related information, Broerman also teaches real estate computer network, more 
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specifically real estate transactions between buyer and seller as detailed in fig 3, 
Abstract, while Stephan specifically directed to interactive modeling of 3-D 
environments that including various applications for example one application being in 
industrial environments such as overview of a chemical factory layout in 3-d view, also 
teaches architecture of house and monuments for example as detailed in fig 7a-7b. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al M into real estate 
computer network of Broerman, more specifically modifying Broerman's fig 6 
incorporate three dimensional models, especially OctoCAD model imported in various 
CAD programs because that would have allowed users of Broerman to display various 
real estate properties in 3-D viewing to the potential customers [both buyers and 
sellers], further more allows search real estate property of a specific dimensional or 
size or images of 3-D models as suggested by Stephan [see page 5-6], thus improving 
quality and reliability of the system. 

10. As to Claim 2, Broerman teaches a system which including 'database is so 
configured as to store the housing display data in conjunction with information regarding 
an object of real-estate' [fig 4-5,col 9, line 9-12]. 

11. As to Claim 3, Broerman teaches a system which including 'a notice receiver that 
receives a notice from one of a terminal of a computer of a seller of the real estate 
object and the computer of the prospective purchaser that sales negotiation is going on 
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with respect to a particular real estate object [col 10, line 44-50], 'data transmitter is 
configured as to bar transmission of the housing display data relating to the real estate 
object under negotiation to a computer of another prospective purchaser when the 
notice receiver receives the notice' [col 10, line 63-67, col 11, line 1-12], Broerman 
specifically teaches buyer and seller interacting with each other to exchange the 
information as detailed in col 10, line 63-67, col 11, line 1-12. 

12. As to Claim 4, Broerman teaches a system which including ' a purchaser 
information receiver that receives purchaser identifying information which identifies the 
prospective purchaser from the computer of the prospective purchaser 1 [see fig 5, col 8, 
line 66-67,col 9, line 1-8, col 10, line 63-67]; 'a contact information transmitter which, 
upon receipt of the purchaser identifying information by the purchaser information 
receiver, transmits address information of at least one of the prospective purchaser and 
a seller selling the real estate object, to the computer of the other 1 [fig 5, col 7, line 17- 
21 , line 28-34], Broerman specifically suggests payment information that including credit 
card billing information and other customer profile information as detailed in col 7, 

line 22-24. 

13. As to Claim 5 r Broerman teaches a system which including 'a sales contract 
notice receiver that means receives a notice from one of the computer of a seller of the 
real estate object and a purchaser [col 7, line 54-56] that a sales contract regarding a 



Application/Control Number: 09/868,640 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2164 

real estate object has been completed' [col 6, line 30-34, col 7, line 54-67, col 1 1 , 
line 43-55]; 

'a database which upon receipt of the notice by the sales contract notice receiver 
stores information regarding the completed sales contract in conjunction with the 
contact information of the purchaser who purchased the real estate object, information 
regarding a date of completing the sales contract, and the housing display data for the 
purchased real estate' [col 8, line 1-19], Broerman specifically teaches electronic 
purchase contract, element 96, electronic contract tracking element 99 are part of real 
estate transaction as detailed in col 8, line 8-14; 

'a memory that stores a reforming plan that restructures the purchased real 
estate object in the future, the reforming plan being created based on the housing 
display data' [col 8, line 23-26, col 9, line 25-30], 

'a calculator that calculates based on the sales contract completion date, a time 
that the reforming plan is to be proposed' [col 9, line 30-34, col 11 , line 13-16]; 

'a reforming plan presenter that presents the reforming plan to the purchaser 
when the calculated time arrives [col 13, line 7-22], Broerman specifically teaches 
purchase contract between buyer and seller with respective to time that has expiration 
as detailed in col 13, line 7-22. 

14. As to Claim 6, Broerman teaches a system which including 'a data registration 
tool provider means which, upon request from a computer of a real estate object seller' 
[col 2, line 20-24], provides via the network system the database with a data registration 
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tool with which the housing display data is registered via the network system' [col 2, 
line 20-37, col 9, line 12-16]. 

15. As to Claim 7, 10, Broerman teaches a system which including 'the database is 
configured to store a plurality of interior display data including information regarding an 
interior equipment of the housing 1 [col 9, line 12-17, line 25-30], 

'the browser includes a third display section which displays' [see fig 5], 'the 
prospective purchaser selects interior equipment to be displayed' [col 7, line 28-30]; 

'the data transmitter being configured to transmit the interior display data stored 
in the database to the computer of the prospective purchaser via the network system 
upon request from the browser on the computer of the prospective purchaser' [fig 1-2, 
abstracted 8, line 56-65]. On the other hand, Stephan teaches 'displays an interior 
manipulating menu, displayed in the virtual space from the interior display data' [see fig 
7a-7b, page 5-6], 

16. As to Claim 8, Broerman teach 'store housing data' [see Broerman: fig 3, element 
20;], it is however, noted that Stephan specifically teaches 'interior display data in 
conjunction with information regarding a commodity of the interior of the housing' [see 
fig 7a-7b, page 5-6] 

17. As to Claim 9, Broerman disclosed 'a data registration tool provider which upon 
request from a terminal of the computer of an interior commodity seller [col 2, line 20- 
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24], provides via the network system the database with a data registration tool with 
which the interior display data is registered via the network system' [col 2, line 20-37, 
col 9, line 12-16] 

18. As to Claim 11-12, Stephan disclosed 'user is allowed to select a location of the 
furniture to be displayed in the virtual space 1 [fig 7a-7b, page 5-6, item 3.2], Stephan 
specifically teaches various building structure for example as detailed in fig 7, further 
user has the ability to manipulate and generate model that meets the requirements of 
the users using 3D-octoCAD. 

19. As to Claim 13, Broerman teaches a system which including 'a data registration 
tool provider which upon request from a computer of a provides via the network system 
the database with a data registration tool' [col 2, line 20-37, col 9, line 12-16], 'data is 
registered via the network system' [see fig 1 and 3]. On the other hand Stephan 
disclosed interior displaying data that including furniture as shown in fig 7. 

20. As to Claim 14, Broerman teaches 'browser is configured to enable the 
prospective purchaser to obtain the data by accessing web site' [see fig 5, col 9, line 10- 
17]. On the other hand, Stephan disclosed 'furniture display data stored in the database 
publicized on the Internet at a web site virtually displaying furniture' [fig 7a-7b, page 5-6] 
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21 . As to Claim 15, 17-19, Broerman teaches a system which including 'a housing 
related commodity sales support system capable of providing information regarding a 
housing related commodity to a computer of a prospective purchaser via a network 
system' [see Abstract, fig 1 ,4], a housing related commodity corresponds to Broerman's 
real estate related information, terminal of a computer of a prospective purchaser via 
network system corresponds to Broerman's real estate computer network, fig 1 ; 

'a database which stores plurality of interior display data including information 
regarding interior equipment of the housing' [col 6, line 19-26, col 9, line 12-17, line 45- 
49], a database which stores data related to housing corresponds to Broerman's 
property database fig 3-4, element 20, further it is noted that Broerman specifically 
suggests property record including property description, dimension of rooms, and other 
features as detailed in col 9, line 15-17; 

'a housing data creating tool provider which upon request from the computer of 
the prospective purchaser, provides via the network system a housing data creating tool 
with which housing display data including information regarding a layout of the housing 
is created [col 9, line 12-17, col 10, line 63-67, col 11, line 1-5]; 

'a browser provider that provides a browser to the computer of the prospective 
purchaser in response to a request from the computer, the browser enabling the 
prospective purchaser to view, including at least a first display performing section' 
[see fig 5A-5B, col 11, 1-12]; purchaser corresponds to fig 3, element 13 buyer;, first 
display, second display, and third display are integral part of both Broerman and 
Stephan's teachin because both Stephan, and Broerman specifically teaches user 
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interface, displaying various data to both buyer, seller; 'enables the prospective 
purchaser to change a viewpoint from which the interior of the housing is seen' [col 12, 
line 10-15]; 'a third display performing section that enables the prospective purchaser to 
select the interior equipment of the housing to be displayed' [col 12, line 63-67]; 

'a data transmitter that transmits the interior display data stored in the database 
to the computer of the prospective purchaser via the network system in response to a 
request from the browser on the computer of the prospective purchaser' [col 6, line 9- 
12, col 8, line 56-65]. 

It is however, noted that Broerman does not specifically teach 'a three- 
dimensional display of the housing',' a three dimensional virtual space based on the 
housing display data', On the other hand, Stephan disclosed 'a three-dimensional 
display of the housing 1 / a three dimensional virtual space based on the housing display 
data' [see fig 7a-7b, page 5-6], three dimensional display of the housing corresponds to 
Stephan's fig 7a-7b. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al., into real estate 
computer network of Broerman because both Stephan, Broerman are directed to 
interactive computer system, more specifically Broerman is directed to real estate 
related information, Broerman also teaches real estate computer network, more 
specifically real estate transactions between buyer and seller as detailed in fig 3, 
Abstract, while Stephan specifically directed to interactive modeling of 3-D 
environments that including various applications for example one application being in 
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industrial environments such as overview of a chemical factory layout in 3-d view, also 
teaches architecture of house and monuments for example as detailed in fig 7a-7b. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al,, into real estate 
computer network of Broerman, more specifically modifying Broerman's fig 6 
incorporate three dimensional models, especially OctoCAD model imported in various 
CAD programs because that would have allowed users of Broerman to display various 
real estate properties in 3-D viewing to the potential customers [both buyers and 
sellers], further more allows search real estate property of a specific dimensional or 
size or images of 3-D models as suggested by Stephan [see page 5-6], thus improving 
quality and reliability of the system. 

22. As to Claim 16, Broerman teaches a system which including 'a housing related 
commodity sales support system capable of providing information regarding housing 
related commodity to a computer of a prospective purchaser via a network system 1 
[see Abstract, fig 1 ,4], a housing related commodity corresponds to Broerman's real 
estate related information, terminal of a computer of a prospective purchaser via 
network system corresponds to Broerman's real estate computer network, fig 1; 

'a database which stores, display data including information regarding an interior 
of a housing' [col 6, line 19-26, col 9, line 12-17, line 45-49], a database which stores 
data related to housing corresponds to Broerman's property database fig 3-4, element 
20, further it is noted that Broerman specifically suggests property record including 
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property description, dimension of rooms, and other features as detailed in col 9, line 
15-17; 

'a housing data creating tool provider which, upon request from the computer of 
the prospective purchaser, provides via the network system a housing data creating tool 
with which housing display data including information regarding a layout of the housing 
is created via the network' [col 9, line 12-17, col 10, line 63-67, col 11, line 1-5, fig 1-2], 
network corresponds to fig 1-2; 

'a browser provider which provides a browser to the computer of the prospective 
purchaser in response to a request from the computer, the browser enabling the 
prospective purchaser to view"[Abstract, col 7, line 17-21], Broerman specifically 
teaches real estate computer network where potential seller and buryer or purchaser 
utilize on-line real time interactive communication related to listed properties as detailed 
in col 7, line 17-21], including at least a first display performing section' [see fig 5A-5B];, 
'a second display performing section that enables the prospective purchaser to change 
a view point from which the interior of the housing is seen' [see col 8, line 24-34], 
Broerman specifically teaches electronic purchase contract that allows to not only 
receive, modify, but also view and express opinion by both purchaser and seller over 
the computer network as detailed in col 8, line 24-34, 'third display performing section 
that enables the user to select, displayed in housing '[col 9, line 9-17], Broerman 
specifically teaches user to view real estate property records that including multiple 
listing services, dimension of room, fixtures and features and like as detailed in col 9, 
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line 9-1 7;'terminal of the computer of the prospective purchaser' [fig 1 , fig 3], purchaser * 
corresponds to fig 3, element 13 buyer;' 

'a data transmitter which, upon request from the browser on the computer of the 
prospective purchaser, transmits the interior display data stored in the database to the 
computer of the prospective purchaser via the network system [col 6, line 9-12, col 8, 
line 56-65]. It is however, noted that Broerman does not specifically teach 'plurality of 
furniture display data for displaying an image of a furniture 1 , a three-dimensional display 
of the housing', housing as a three-dimensional virtual space based on the housing 
display data' 

On the other hand, Stephan teaches 'plurality of furniture display data for 
displaying an image of a furniture', a three-dimensional display of the housing', housing 
as a three-dimensional virtual space based on the housing display data' [see pae 5-6, 
fig 7a-7b], three dimensional display of the housing corresponds to Stephan's fig 7a-7b. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al., into real estate 
computer network of Broerman because both Stephan, Broerman are directed to 
interactive computer system, more specifically Broerman is directed to real estate 
related information, Broerman also teaches real estate computer network, more 
specifically real estate transactions between buyer and seller as detailed in fig 3, 
Abstract, while Stephan specifically directed to interactive modeling of 3-D 
environments that including various applications for example one application being in 
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industrial environments such as overview of a chemical factory layout in 3-d view, also 
teaches architecture of house and monuments for example as detailed in fig 7a-7b. 

One of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teachings of Stephan et al., into real estate 
computer network of Broerman, more specifically modifying Broerman's fig 6 
incorporate three dimensional models, especially OctoCAD model imported in various 
CAD programs because that would have allowed users of Broerman to display various 
real estate properties in 3-D viewing to the potential customers [both buyers and 
sellers], further more allows search real estate property of a specific dimensional or 
size or images of 3-D models as suggested by Stephan [see page 5-6], thus improving 
quality and reliability of the system. 



Response to Arguments 

23. Applicant's arguments filed on 7/22/2004, with respect to claims 1-19 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive, for examiner's response, see discussion 
below: 

a) At page 17, claims 1-21 , applicant argues that 'the browser includes a plurality of 
display performing sections that enable the performance of different functions, such as, 
for example enabling the prospective purchaser to change a view point from which the 
interiror of the house is shown. Applicant submits that at least these features are 
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neither disclosed or suggested, either individually or in the combination set forth by the 
examiner'. 

As to the above argument [a], Broerman is directed to real estate computer 
network, more specifically, Broerman teaches real estate services for example, buyer, 
seller services, searching for comparable sales, electronic transactions, negotiating 
and like [see Abstract, col 6, line 41-55], furthermore, Broerman also teaches viewing 
property records, for example property records contain property graphics, interior, 
exterior and like as detailed in col 9, line 45-49]. Therefore, Broerman not only display 
various fields related to real estate property records, but also allows both buyers and 
sellers to view specific real estate properties that including property records, property 
exterior, interior and like. 

b) At page 1 7, claims 1 -21 , applicant argues that Applicant submits that figs 4-5 of 
Broerman clearly discloses that the display of data or information is limited to character 
data, and does not provide a three-dimensional display of an image of a house, as is 
provided by Applicant's invention. 

c) At page 18, claims 1-21, applicant argues that 'applicant submits that Broerman's 
system is for the exchange of character data for the transaction of real estate. 
Applicant submits that this document does not teach or suggest providing a three- 
dimensional image of a house 
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As to the above argument [b-c] f examiner noted that applicant agreed that 
Broerman specifically teaches displaying of data, furthermore, examiner likes to draw 
applicant's attention that Broerman also specifically teaches property record contain 
property. graphics as detailed in col 9, line 45-47. It is also noted that Broerman does 
not specifically teach three-dimensional display of an image of a house. On the other 
hand, Stephan specifically teaches three-dimensional display of an image of a house 
as detailed in page 5-6, fig 7a-7b. 

In view of the applicant's amendment to the claims, examiner rejected 
claims 1-19 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Broerman, US Patent 
No. 6594633 in view of Stephan et al. "Interactive Modeling of 3D-environments", IEEE 
conference IECON, 1998. 
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24. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory peripd for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record 



a. 



US Patent No. 



6594633 



b. 



Stephan.A et al. interactive modeling of 3D- 



environments", IEEE 1998. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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